
 

 

This spring  Hiking! visits the 

spectacular Grampian Ranges in 

western Victoria. The area offers a 

terrific variety of walks of all 

grades. Each evening we return to 

comfortable accommodation in 

the tourist town of Halls Gap, 

surrounded by craggy mountains 

on all sides.  

We are staying in a 

spacious and well 

appointed lodge in the 

middle of town. The 

cost is $212 for 4 nights 

accommodation and a 

choice of an easy, 

medium or hard grade 

guided walk each day.  
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Accommodation  
We are staying at Pinnacle 

Lodge. It is centrally located 

near the shops, cafes and 

bars, but 100 metres back 

from the main street, so the 

atmosphere is quiet.  The 

rooms are large and 

comfortable.  

For the first time in 14 trips, 

we do not have exclusive 

occupancy of the place we 

are staying at. This means that we have to commit to a firm number of rooms two in months advance, so please 

book as soon as possible if you want to be sure of a place.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most people will stay in a three share, self-contained unit. They have two single beds in a separate bedroom and 

a queen bed in the living area. The price for a place in these 3 share units is $212 (including all walk costs). All 

units have a sofa, TV and split system heating and cooling. The kitchenette areas have a fridge, microwave, 

electric fry pan, toaster, kettle, utensils, crockery and cutlery. pinnacleholiday.com.au 

For couples, a two room self-contained unit with a king 

bed is $255 each. If we have over 30 people, we will also 

have some large 3 room apartments with 2 single beds in 

one bedroom, a queen bed in a second and a living room. 

Facilities. 

Pinnacle Lodge has a heated indoor pool, tennis court, 

barbecues and huge lawn areas. (Complete with 

kangaroos, kookaburras and galahs when we visited.)  

Meals.  

Each unit has a kitchenette. Breakfasts are not included on this trip, so you should bring food for breakfasts, 

lunches and money to buy dinners, although you could prepare a basic meal in your room or on a barbecue. 

There is a good selection of cafes, restaurants and bars, all within 200 metres of our lodge and a pub 1 km away. 

What to bring on the trip. 

You should bring: walking clothes and footwear, a change of clothes for the evenings, bathers and your own 

towel if you plan to use the pool, toiletries, drinks, food for breakfasts and lunches, money to buy dinner. 

On the walks you should have a day pack with 1½ litres of water, lunch, snacks, sun cream, a warm fleece top, a 

hat and a good quality raincoat with a hood. Try to avoid wearing jeans. You should also have your telephone 

with you at all times. Please make sure the battery is charged and it is turned on.  

http://pinnacleholiday.com.au/


  

Hiking!  The Grampians, 2014. 

Walk routes. See next page for walk 

descriptions and details of routes, 

walk grades, distances and timings. 

Each day you have the choice of an easier, medium or harder walk. Alternately you can take 

the day off to relax or explore on your own. Four walks start and finish at our lodge, others 

involve a short drive. 

All walks depart from the lawn outside our rooms. The harder walks leave at 8.30 am, the 

medium walks at 9.00 and the easier walks at 9.30. It’s your responsibility to be outside at the 

appropriate time. If you don’t go on a walk, we will assume that you’re taking a day off. 

 



Walk descriptions.  
See the map on the previous page. The order of the walks may change and some walks may be slightly altered.  

Day A.    The Wonderland Range. 

8.30. Wonderland circuit & the Boroka Track. Shown in GREEN on the map. Medium-Hard. 12½ km, 6½ hours 

Starting at our hotel, this walk heads up to The Pinnacle and down the Grand Canyon. It then diverts north, away 

from the tourist routes, along a track on a rugged ridge to Boroka Lookout before returning to Halls Gap. 

9.00. Wonderland circuit and Lakeview Lookout. Shown in YELLOW on the map. Medium. 11 km, 6 hours. 

The walk climbs from Halls Gap to The Pinnacle before heading south to Lakeview Lookout and an optional 3 km 

side trip to Sundial Peak during a break. It then heads north to Silent Street, Bridal Veil Falls, the Grand Canyon 

and Venus Baths. 

9.30. Wonderland, Sundial Peak, Garden of the Grampians. Shown in OLIVE on map. Easy+. 13 km, 5½ hours. 

A walk that visits the main sights of Wonderland without the hike up from town. Starting from the car park, it 

follows a walkway through the Grand Canyon and heads up Silent Street to The Pinnacle. Then south to 

Lakeview Lookout. Sundial Peak and Delleys Dell before heading back to the car park via the Garden of the 

Grampians. 

Day B.    Mt Rosea and the Serra Range. 

8.30. Mt Rosea circuit and Sundial Peak. Shown in ORANGE on the map. Medium-Hard. 16½ km, 6+ hours. 

Mt Rosea is one of the higher mountains in the Grampians. After climbing it, the walk traverses below cliffs 

before crossing over to scenic Sundial Peak at the southern end of the Wonderland Range. 

9.00. Mt Rosea circuit. Shown in PINK on the map. Medium. 10½ km, 5 hours. A climb of Mt Rosea with 

grandstand views over the surrounding valleys, followed by a pleasant walk through light forest below the cliffs. 

9.30. MacKenzie Falls and Zumsteins. Shown in RED on the map. Easy. 9½ km, 4½ hours. The walk follows a 

valley (with a few short rocky sections) from the site of the former Zumstein’s guesthouse to the largest and 

most scenic waterfall in the Grampains where the MacKenzie River launches itself off a 40 metre cliff face. We 

then head toward Cranage’s kiosk and turn north to follow a track high above the valley back to Zumsteins. 

Note: Parks Victoria have just reopened access to MacKenzie Falls and Zumsteins, so we haven’t had a chance to survey the 

walk yet. If it seems to be unsuitable for an easy walk, we will run today’s easier walk to Teddy Bear Gap on the Serra Range 

Day C.    Boronia Peak and Mt William. 

8.30. Mt William and the Major Mitchell Plateau. Shown in BLUE  on the map. Hard. 19 km, 7 hours. The 

classic challenging Grampians walk. Starting at a car park below Mt William, it climbs the highest peak in western 

Victoria then crosses to the subalpine Major Mitchell Plateau. Mostly downhill, but a few steep uphill sections. 

9.00. Chatauqua Peak and Boronia Peak. Shown in CYAN on the map. Medium. 6km, 2½ hrs & 9½ km, 3½ hrs. 

The morning walk visits scenic Chatauqua Peak and Clematis Falls before heading over to Fyans Creek and 

Boronia Peak in the afternoon. 

9.30. Fyans Creek and Boronia Peak. Shown in PURPLE on the map. Easy+. 10 km, 4 hours.  

Boronia Peak is the mountain just behind our lodge. We get there by heading north with a pleasant walk beside 

Fyans Creek. Then a 2 km side trip to the summit, the last 50 metres is optional as it involves a little rock 

hopping. After climbing the peak, we head south through open forest and return to town by a different route. 

Day D. The way home. 

There are a number of great half day walks on the way back to Melbourne, from the rugged Mt Abrupt and Mt 

Sturgeon in the southern Grampians, to the terrific (but largely overlooked) Mt Cole - Mt Buangor range near 

Beaufort. Let us know which walks you would like to do and we will do one or two of them on the final day. 



 

About Halls Gap. 

Halls Gap is a fairly typical resort town, if you went on our recent trip to Thredbo and the Snowy Mountains, it 

has a slightly better range of shops, (including an outdoors shop) and a few less bars. While it has been a tourist 

resort since a railway was built in 1882, it is mostly fairly new. The nearest big town is Stawell, 27 km to the east. 

Tourist information. 

There is a good tourist information centre next to the Halls Gap servo, 250 metres from our lodge. 

visithallsgap.com.au covers the area where we are staying. 

The Grampians tourist region covers a large area and places as far as 80 km away have jumped on the 

Grampians marketing bandwagon. visitgrampians.com.au  covers nearby towns, wineries, etc. 

Weather. 

In early November Halls Gap has a pleasant average maximum of 20 degrees with minimums averaging 8°. 

However a couple of walks are 800 metres higher than the town, so it will be cooler on some walks. 

Why Cup Weekend? 

The climate mostly. The Grampians are in the Wimmera, an area that gets quite hot in summer and everything 

dries out. But in spring the climate is perfect, the waterfalls will be flowing and wildflowers will be in bloom. 

Why the higher price?  

The accommodation is a higher standard than on some of our trips. It’s also peak season in the Grampians, so 

it’s harder to negotiate a large discount for our group. But the drive is shorter than usual, so you save on 

transport. Hiking! remains non-profit and we will run more 5 day, 4 night trips for around $180 in the future. 

Fires.  

Part of the northern Grampians was burnt in recent fires. However all our walks are in the central Grampians 

which were not affected. 

How fit should I be? 

Each day you have a choice of walks or the option of taking a day off to relax. To do a walk rated Easy, you 

should be moderately active in your everyday life, but you don’t need to be overly fit. The walks involve up to 5 

hours on your feet, so you have to be motivated. However they move at a relaxed pace and there are plenty of 

breaks. The two ‘Easy+’ walks have optional side trips, but you can take a break if you don’t feel like doing them. 

To do a Medium rated walk you should be reasonably fit and able to pace yourself. Persistence and moderate 

stamina, rather than speed is the key. For a Hard walk, you should be an experienced hiker and be capable of 

pushing yourself when necessary. All walks are on tracks and all creek and river crossings are bridged. 

Footwear. 

There have been a few enquiries on what footwear is suitable. Many people prefer lightweight hiking boots 

made from suede and nylon. If you don’t need the ankle support, hiking shoes are fine too, as are full leather 

boots, although they tend to be rigid and may give you blisters. Lightweight running shoes and canvas shoes are 

not suitable, as they aren’t durable and don’t provide much support for your feet. Whatever boots or shoes you 

choose, make sure you have broken them in by walking in them for a few days before the trip. 

http://www.visithallsgap.com.au/
http://www.visitgrampians.com.au/


Who goes on these trips, what sort of people will I meet?               
Major Mitchell Plateau from Mt William. B. Hamilton. 14/05/14

 

Most people are aged between their mid 20’s and early 50’s, although we usually have some younger and older 

people. The trips are very social, so even if you don’t know anyone before the trip, there is no chance you will 

feel left out of things. There will be 39 people on the trip, including the walk guides. 

Future trips. 

This is the 14th Hiking! trip in this format. While nothing is finalised, future trips are being planned to: 

Marysville: forests and mountains.    Mt Field National Park and Mt Mawson. (Tasmania) 

Portland: sea capes, river gorges and volcanoes. Maria Island. (Tasmania, in either houses or tents?) 

We will probably also repeat some of these trips to the high country. If you have a preference, let us know. 

Falls Creek and the Bogong High Plains .  The Baw Baw Plateau and Walhalla.   

Dinner Plain, Hotham and the Great Alpine Road. Thredbo, Kosciusko and the Snowy Mountains. (N.S.W.) 

If there is another destination that you think would work for these 4 day trips, please let us know. Requirements 

are a good number of high standard walks of all grades and a variety of quality accommodation where we can 

negotiate a large discount for our group. We did look at a Cradle Mountain trip, but the cost would have been 

over $400, more than twice the usual price 

Short Grampians walks. 

In addition to the longer walks in the hikes 

programme, there are lots of great short 

walks nearby. One that of the best is a 2½ 

km, easy walk to The Balconies. It’s 

especially attractive in the late afternoon 

light. Other good walks under 4 km include 

Asses Ears (hard), Wall of China, (med), 

Tower Hill (med), The Chimney Pots (med) 

and Mt William summit (easy-ish). Ask for 

track notes and a map if you’re interested. 

 The Grand Canyon, Wonderland Range. 



Getting there. 

All roads on the trip are sealed and no roads have steep hills or sharp bends. You can arrange your own 
transport to Halls Gap or if you prefer, we will assist you to share a car with people from a nearby 
suburb. Please indicate your preference on the booking form. 

Please try to leave Melbourne as early as possible on Friday afternoon. This is the first long weekend 
after winter and the roads out of Melbourne will be busy with other people getting out of the city. In 
moderate traffic, the 240 km trip to Halls Gap from the junction of the Melbourne Ring Road and the 
Western Freeway takes about three hours. 

Find your way onto the Melbourne Ring Road M 80 and turn on to the Western Freeway M 8. The 
freeway ends between Ballarat and Beaufort. Continue on the Western Highway A 8 to Ararat, the last 
large town before the Grampians. It has a full range of shops for any last minute purchases. 

Turn off the Western Highway at Ararat and take the well 

signposted C 222 through the village of Moyston and on to 

Halls Gap. Drive through the shopping centre and 100 metres 

after you pass the servo, turn hard left into Heath Street. 

Pinnacle Lodge is 300 metres along Heath Street and is well 

signposted. If you have trouble finding us, phone 04 2585 7269 

and we will give you a hand.  



Hiking!  The Grampians and Halls Gap. 
Cup Weekend. 31 October – 4 November 2014. Booking form. 

 

Please email or phone David on 04 2585 7269 to confirm there are vacancies before booking. 

No booking will be confirmed without full payment and a completed, signed form. 
 

Please tick the boxes that indicate your preferences. This information will remain strictly confidential. 

Both options include four nights accommodation and a choice of three guided walks each day. 
 

I would like to stay in a: 

[_] Three share unit (with two rooms). $212 per person. 

[_] King bed unit. $255 per person. 
 

I will pay by: 

[_] Bank transfer to ANZ Bank. BSB 013-374. Account number 5256-77903. Please include your 

         surname in the notes section. Either scan this form and email it, or post it to Hiking! 

[_] Posting a cheque or cash. 

 

Name ______________________________________ Suburb __________________________________ 

Mobile telephone 04________________________ Email __________________________________ 

 

Emergency contact name ______________________  Telephone _______________________________ 

 

I would like to share a unit with __________________________________________________________ 

 

[_] I will organise my own transport to Halls Gap and I would prefer not to take extra passengers. 

[_] I wish to drive and I am able to take _____ passengers to share costs. 

[_] I would like a lift and I can leave Melbourne at any time between 3.00 and 6.00 pm on 31 October. 

 

I have read the fine print below and agree to comply with these conditions. _______________________ 
Signature.   

I agree to participate in this trip at my own risk. 

I understand that walking in remote areas is a physically demanding and potentially dangerous activity. Inherent risks 

include: changes in weather conditions (including rain and snow), rough, slippery or unstable tracks, bushfires, 

sunburn, flooded creek and river crossings, snakes, drop bears, falling trees and branches and difficulties in obtaining 

emergency medical assistance. 

If you have a disability or medical condition that may affect you on the trip (including but not restricted to: 

allergies, severe asthma, epilepsy, diabetes, heart and blood conditions, fainting/dizziness, etc.), then you must discuss 

it with the organiser before the trip and provide details of a management plan for the condition. This discussion is 

confidential. Signing this form absolves Hiking! and walk guides from any liability in relation to a condition you 

haven’t discussed with us. 

I understand that Hiking! is a non-profit volunteer run club and not a commercial organisation. I agree to follow the 

directions of walk guides, drivers and their assistants at all times and agree not to leave the group without their consent. 

I agree that no one associated with the trip will be held responsible for any adverse event arising from my 

participation in the trip, including transport to and from the Grampians area. 

I agree to release everyone associated with the trip from all claims in relation to any adverse event arising from my 

participation in the trip and related activities. 

Refunds. This is a non profit trip run on tight margins. Therefore a 80% refund will only be available if 

we resell your place. Please allow a month for payment. 


